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Context

In an American literature course, | veer away from analysis of solely literary texts. | want to ask broader
questions about how we construct history—whether in literature or in monuments: how do we tell stories
about our local landscape
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¥ Toconsider how history and narrative are enacted on local landscapes and related to other regional,
national, and global narratives;

¥ To transfer and apply critical thinking to real-world contexts; and

¥ To combine analytical skills and emotional reflections and connect critical thinking with human
emotion.

Structure of the Activity

I asked students to spend some time in the physical space and photograph the landmark. In their narratives,
they should use critical thinking skills to analyze the landmark and also respond with their affective reactions
and reflections. Along with the goals listed above, the following questions worked as the main assessment
tool for the essays.

¥ What is the landmark meant to represent?
¥ Within what kind of space or place is it situated?
¥
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“IThe house] is described as ‘comfortable,” and reveals that some slaves were fortunate ‘to
[work] in affluent homes as cooks and domestic servants. Trained as seamstresses,
dressmakers, cooks, butlers, and coachmen, many were skilled craftsmen... The
furnishings. . .give an idea of what a relatively comfortable dwelling would have looked like.’
If [this was] anyone’s first encounter with slave conditions, he or she would leave blissfully
unaware of a realistic portrayal of a slave home..., not knowing that this recreation is meant
to make him or her feel more comfortable. Who was this comfortable for? The slave, or the
' people endorsing the display?”

(photo and excerpt used with permission from Jasmen Dickerson)

“It’s very surreal to think that this bridge, one that I've crossed nearly every day for the past
three years, was once the center of a literal warzone, and not really even all that long ago in
the grand scheme of things. . .these kinds of reflections put into perspective the unprecedented
nature of the Civil War as a whole, one that’s perhaps all too easy to become desensitized or
_ hardened to based on how we’re often taught about it. This was not some faceless, foreign
war sparked by some bout of international politics too complex for most of those fighting it to
follow. It was a homegrown conflict that pit neighbor against neighbor, and they knew why
it was happening. But, craziest of all, it happened here.”

(photo and excerpt used with permission from Alex Proft)

W “...All the advertisement of the confederacy did not transfer over to the actual cemetery... 1 did

| not see one confederate flag throughout the entire cemetery. I was beside myself about this because
I was convinced that | would be surrounded by rebel flags both engraved and waving. The only
flag that flew was the American flag. | think being unified under one flag fosters a positive
environment.”

(photo and excerpt used with permission from Kandis Tate)
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““... This marker could get one questioning just
how "historic™ Christopher Columbus's voyages
& were...; however, there is that sect that features
~ that strong, nationalistic ideology (which likely
& stems from indoctrination) that does not allow
anyone to question anything about the country —
. they argue against anything that disparages
America or shows a little bit of criticism, so then
again, this marker could just reinforce those
ideas.”

(photos and excerpt used with permission from Jasmine Phillips)
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