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version to the proctoring instructor. At our school’s testing center, the dedicated SG Retake Room has 
hosted over 10,000 quiz retakes to date. 
 
Artifacts of Specifications Grading 
All SG instructors show a video (developed by me and GGC’s Educational Technology Office) during the 
first week of classes. The methodology is thoroughly described and repeatedly explained to all students 
before Add-Drop period ends. 
 
Link: https://bit.ly/2pq7NxR 

Preliminary Data from Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) Research on specifications 
grading 
Below are some preliminary results from the work of nine senior student SoTL projects I led, examining 
the impact of specifications grading in STEM courses. 

• There is a statistically higher number of A and B course grades in SG courses as compared to 
traditional courses. (p = 0.041, n = 337) 

• There is no significant difference in final course grade between students of different age groups in 
SG courses. (p = 2.47, n = 337) 

• There is no significant difference in final course grade between Caucasians, Asians, African-
Americans, Hispanics in specifications grading courses. (p = 1.20, n = 337) 

• Students perform statistically better on tasks/content on the Final Exam for which they have taken 
3- 4 retakes of the aligned quizzes. (p = 0.018, n = 83). 

Unsolicited Student Comments on Specifications Grading 
 

Specs Grading is one of the greatest gifts a professor can offer a student. I liked the way it allowed us to focus one chapter 
at a time instead of learning it once…It made me more focused and not as overwhelmed. 

Figure 1: Screenshots of the Introduction Video Shown to Students 

Figure 2: Example of Quiz Retakes and Student Development Over Time. Note that on the student’s final 
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I think Specs is a far superior system because the spec check system allows students to learn the material. I think it is 
especially important in these gateway courses as majority of the material learned will be needed in later courses. 

 
The specs grading system n


